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Presentation Overview:

1. City of Minneapolis Sustainability Program

2. Minnesota Brownfield Grant Programs

3. Examples of Minneapolis Brownfield 
Projects With OtherSustainable or Green 
Features

4. ά¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴέ DǊŀƴǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛǇǎΗ
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Integration
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Population:
400,000+(largest in 

Minnesota)

Size: 59 square 
miles

People of color: 
40%

Youth of color(in 
public schools): 70%

Jobs: 308,000 
Unemployment: 

3.3%

City employees: 
3,600

Form of 
Government: 

Mayor and 13 
Council Members

American 
Indian: 1.30%

2 or more 
races: 
3.90%

Asian: 
5.60%

Hispanic or 
Latino: 10%

Black or 
African 

American: 
17.50%

White : 
61.50%



Track city 
performance through 
sustainability metrics

A healthy life, a 
healthy environment 
and an economically 

vital community

26 topics ς
58 targets
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Sustainability Indicators
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/indicators/

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/indicators/


Sustainability Indicators
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$19 million for heating,  
electricity,  steam, & chilled 
water of city buildings

Midtown Greenway 
Biking Path

Convention Center ς2600 
solar panels (600 kW)

Electric Vehicle solar 
powered charging stations

New LEED Platinum Public 
Works facility

Basketball stadium 
with greenroof
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Brownfield Grants

Å²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘΚέ

ά¢ƘŜ term ΨōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘŜΩ means real property, the 
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential presence of 
a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminantΦέ

--Section 101 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601) 



άDǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘέ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ
Rosemount Business Park



Brownfield Grants:
PrimaryFunding Sources

ÅEnvironmental Protection Agency [EPA]

ÅState of Minnesota -- through DEED, the Department 

of Employment and Economic Development

ÅMetropolitan Council -- through its Tax Base 

Revitalization Account [TBRA] program

ÅHennepin County ςthrough its Environmental Response 

Fund [ERF] program

ÅRamsey County ςthrough its Environmental Response 

Fund [ERF] program





Minnesotaé

Home

ofé





Yeah.  Currently 4 -0.  Go figure.



State of Minnesota ςDepartment of Employment and Economic Development (DEED)



Metropolitan Council ςTax Base Revitalization Account (TBRA)



Hennepin County -- Environmental Response Fund (ERF)



Brownfield Funding:
Grants Awarded To Date (1995-2015)

Grantor Numberof 
Grants

Grant Funding 
Awarded

DEED
(since 1995)

385 $136,736,272

Metropolitan Council TBRA
(since 1996)

370 $100,557,724

Hennepin County ERF
(since 2001)

308 $  44,040,900

TOTAL: 1063 $281,334,896



Brownfield Grant Funding:
Where can the funds be used?

Grantor Jurisdiction

DEED Statewide

Metropolitan Council TBRA 7-county metro area (city must 
be participating in the Livable 
CommunitiesProgram)

Hennepin County ERF City of Minneapolis and 
suburban Hennepin County

Ramsey County ERF City of St. Paul andsuburban 
Ramsey County



Brownfield Grant Funding:
Who can apply?

Grantor EligibleApplicants

DEED Cities, counties,local public 
development authorities

Metropolitan Council TBRA Cities, counties,local public 
development authorities

Hennepin County ERF Cities, counties,local public 
development authorities, private and 
non-profit developers



Brownfield Grant Funding:
How much is typically awarded per year??

Grantor Spring Round
(May 1 

application 
deadline)

Fall Round
(November 1 
application 
deadline)

Total

DEED $4.0 million $4.0 million $8.0 million

Metropolitan
Council TBRA

$2.5 million $2.5 million $5.0 million

Hennepin 
County ERF

$1.5 million $1.5 million $3.0 million

TOTAL $8.0 million $8.0 million $16.0 million



Brownfield Grants:
Eligible Costs

ÅPhase I Environmental Site Assessments [ESAs]

ÅPhase II Environmental Site Assessments [ESAs]

ÅPreparation of Response Action Plans [RAPs]

ÅHazardous materials assessments (some grantors)

ÅRemediation [cleanup] of soil and/or groundwater 
contamination

ÅSoil vapor mitigation

ÅAbatement of asbestos and/or lead-based paint (some 
grantors)

Å Demolition (some grantors, some situations)



Brownfield Grants:
Eligible Projects

ÅIndustrial

ÅCommercial (office, retail, etc.)

ÅMulti -FamilyHousing (affordable & market rate; rental 

and ownership)

ÅMixed-Used

ÅPark and Open Space (Hennepin County only)



Brownfield Grants:
Funding/Scoring Considerations

ÅIncrease in property tax base

ÅNew and/or retained jobs

ÅNew affordable housing units

ÅSignificant contamination cleanup (public health)

ÅProximity to public transit and regional parks/trails

ÅOn-site stormwater management

ÅSustainability features/attributes

ÅPerceived project readiness



Brownfield Grants:
MinneapolisApplication Process 

(May 1, 2016 Round)

Å Early February 2016: Solicitation of pre-applications
Å Early March 2016: City pre-application deadline
ÅMarch/April 2016: City staff review of pre-applications
Å Late April 2016: Approval of City Council resolutions
ÅMay 2, 2016:  Applications due to brownfield grantors
ÅMay/June 2016Υ DǊŀƴǘƻǊǎΩ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ
Å Late June to Mid-July 2016: Grant awards announced
Å August 2016: Grant awards accepted by City Council

(Overlap: Solicitation of pre-applications for November 1 round)

Å September 2016: Execution of grant/subrecipient agreements
(Overlap: City pre-application deadline for November 1 round)



BROWNFIELD PROJECTS

WITH 

òGREEN COMPONENTSõ

EXAMPLES



Broadway Flats

Å Four-story, mixed-use, $25 million project featuring 103 units of 
workforce housing and 19,000 sq.ft. of storefront retail space.

Å Helps address the complete devastation that befell this central 
corridor when it was struck by a tornado in 2011. 

Å Broadway Flats includes 10 studio, 78 one-bedroom, and 15 two-
bedroom apartments, along with a business center, fitness room, 
hospitality and conference room, and laundry. Underground parking 
is provided for residents with bike mounts at each parking space as 
well as an indoor bike storage room for 38 bikes. Surface parking 
ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ 
church. A Metro Transit bus shelter has been integrated into the 
exterior of the building to accommodate the anew Bus Rapid 
Transit line.  

Å The Metropolitan Council awarded a $463,900 brownfield grant to 
assist with the cleanup of soil contamination at the site.



Broadway Flats ςPredevelopment Conditions



Broadway Flats ςPredevelopment Conditions



Broadway Flats ςCompleted Project


