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PRESENTATION AGENDA

Å Project Context

Å Evolution of Campus Green Infrastructure

Å Green Infrastructure Planning Process

Å Plan Overview

Å Implementation and Next Steps
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PROJECT CONTEXT



REGIONAL SETTING ðURBAN PLANNING AREA
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VISION RENDERING
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1,040 acre campus area (936 acres owned)
4.3 miles of Lake Mendota shoreline

WATERSHED SETTING
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CAMPUS SETTING -DRAINAGE PATTERNS

Areas:

Campus Area 1,040 Ac

MS4 Permit Area 658 Ac 63%

Tributary to Willow Creek 134 Ac 12%

Tributary to Lake Mendota668 Ac 65%

Tributary to Lake Monona 238 Ac 23%

Outfalls:

Willow Creek 15

Lake Mendota 34

City Storm Sewers 40+



CAMPUS SETTING ðUW CAMPUS FEATURES
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UW-MADISON MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Developed as a tool to guide the orderly growth 

and development of the campus, addressing: 

Å necessary transportation and infrastructure 

upgrades, 

Å enhanced campus circulation and connectivity, 

and 

Å protection and enhancement of important open 

spaces, and historic and cultural landscapes.
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Confirm and Update 
Planning Principles, 

Goals & 
Recommendations 
from 2005 Master 

Plan

Develop a 
Comprehensive 

Landscape 
Master Plan

Develop a 
Stormwater

Management 
Plan

Update the 
2005 Long 

Range 
Transportation 

Plan

Update the 
2005 Utilities 
Master Plan

MASTER PLAN UPDATE COMPONENTS
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Executive 
Leadership Team

Open Houses Focus Groups
Community 
Meetings

Online Discussion

Campus Planning 
Steering Committee

Technical 
Coordinating 
Committee

A HIGHLY COLLABORATIVE 

EFFORT..



1. Constructed Wetlands

2. Raingardens & Bioswales

3. Non-Occupied Green Roofs

Create Working 
Landscapes that will 
achieve campus 
sustainability
objectives while 
providing a framework 
for regulatory 
compliance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN                  MASTER PLAN 

INTEGRATION STRATEGY
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EVOLUTION OF CAMPUS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE



PRE ð1970õS    --- DIRECT DRAINAGE TO LAKES AND LOCAL STORM SEWERS

LAKE MENDOTA

Storm Outfall (typ)

UW-MADISON CAMPUS



Nielsen Pond

1980õsðIMPLEMENTION OF òCONVENTIONALó STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FEATURES



2000 ð2008  GROWING SUSTAINABILITY ETHIC LEADS TO PROMULGATION OF A WIDER 
ARRAY OF BMPõS

CAMPUS BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ς2008

<20Stormwater Management Practices



CAMPUS BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ς2008

Biofilter
24.14%

Catchbasin 
Cleaning 
1.35%

Filter Strips 
0.24%

Grass 
Swales
15.93%

Hydrodynamic 
Device 0.44%Porous 

Pavement 
1.99%

Street 
Cleaning
16.63%

Wet 
Detention 

Pond 
40.35%

% of Total 
TSS Captured

2010 ðPRESENT  RAPID EXPANSION OF CAMPUS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

>80Stormwater Management Practices



EVOLVING CAMPUS GI APPROACHES

80+ individual BMPõsexist in 
2015

Biofiltration

Underground detention

Permeable pavement

Green plaza over parking

Green roof


